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One layman's opinion

Ben Elrod and the serpent

Or. Grant

Dr. Ben Elrod has been rather
ungrateful for offers of help he has
been receiving lately .
He made the mistake while at
his Caddo River retreat of stepping
too close to a copperhead snake
and then discover~d only too late
that the snake was not inclined to
discuss peacefully their differences
of opinion. It was strictly a hit-andrun encounter, with the snake hitting and both parties running in
opposite directions.

It was later at the hospital when Dr. Elrod began
to show shameful ingratitude for offers of assistance
by various friends. First off, while the minutes were
ticking away steadily toward the one-hour deadline
for receiving the anti-venom serum, he was given a
comprehensive lecture by a hospital employee to explain why a doctor already on duty could not treat
him while he waited for another doctor he had called
earlier. Dr. Elrod was strangely unappreciative of the
lecture on medical ethics.
Later as he lay in his hospital bed with his left leg
swollen all the way to the hip, he was visited by Rev.
John Miles, pastor of the First Methodist Church of
Arkadelphia. ·Since the First Baptist Church was without a pastor, and since Dr. Ben Elrod was the interim
pastor and thus had no pastor to visit him, Bro. Miles
said he felt it was his duty to visit him and offer to con duct his funeral. He made the funeral offer subject to
several conditions, however: that it be conduct~ d in
the Henderson Stadium, that the music be provided
by the Ouachita Choir and the Henderson Band, that
there will be national T.V. coverage, and because of
this, that there be a little Methodist sprinkling as a
part of the service. Again Dr. Elrod seemed ungrateful
and declined Bro. Miles' offer.

In this issue

The threat of Satanism 5
A series on the menace of th e occult in America continu es by exposing th e cull which worships Satan .

Staff changes 7

Annual Association meetings 8 .
Mee tings to be held in each association this fall are listed
by date and place.

Mission work in Baltimore 15
Baptist Student Union members have made a second
mission trip to Ba ltimore, Md., to aid Baptist wo~k
through building projects and witnessing.

Evangelist claims Southern Baptists 18
Billy Graham continues to ide ntify with Southern Baptists. He tells why in this feature article.

Even the local newspaper tried to be helpful and
publicized the event with the headline, "Ben Elrod is
Snake Bit." I added my own personal bit of generosity
by offering to bring to his hospital room a stack of
unanswered mail and his dictating machine, knowing
that he would no,t want to get too far out of touch
with the exciting things going on at his office. He
showed very little interest in mail or dictation.
Finally, Nathan Porter, preaching in view of a call
to the First Baptist Church of Arkadelphia, posed the
serious theological question concerning whether
Christians in right relationship with God should have
the misfortune of being bitten by a poisonous snake.
Lest the reader be left in the dark, I must report
that Dr. Elrod did survive not only the venom of the
snake and the hives reaction to the snake-bite serum,
but also the multitude of Job's comforters that came
as an inevitable part of being snake bitten . I suspect
he preferred the serpent to the Job's. comforters. Daniel R. Grant, President, Ouachita Baptist University
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The pastor's salary
· Perhaps, the pastor is more
reluctant to discuss his own salary
than any other factor in the l,i fe of
the church . He may even leave the
budget committee meeting when
the -subject is brought up. It is for
this reason that we· take this opportunity to address our churches on
this important issue.
Unfortunately, a few still seem
to cherish the attitude of the church
Editor Sneed
me~ber who is said to have prayed
"Oh Lord, please keep our preacher poor and humble." On second thought, he offered "Lord, you just
keep him humble, because we'll keep him poor."
There are probably many factors contributing to
this lack of concern about the preacher's salary. Most
men as they respond to the call of God to enter the
ministry do relinquish any desire for great wealth.
In times past, in fact, many of our pioneer preachers established and served churches for only token
salaries. The times were h·ard. There was little money
exchanged by anyone. The people often compensated
for their inability to pay by providing produce, meat,
hay, etc. Since churches were almost all small and
part -time, the preacher was able to work at a second
job - usually farming- which provided much 'of his
living.
Now, however, we need to realize that the entire
situation has changed. Today we live in a money
economy. No longer is it possible to support a pastor
and his family with gifts of food. He must have the
medium of exchange to purchase the same necessities

enjoyed by everyone else.
The question arises, "How much should a church
pay .t heir · pastor?" Obviously, it is impossible to recompense a man for his spiritual services, for no one
can value an eternal soul. Further, it might even be
difficult to pay a servant of God for the actual hours
of service which he renders . He is present, preaching,
and teaching, to give comfort in times of sorrow, to
assist in times of joy, to counsel, to visit, and, most of
all, to witness to the lost,
Your pastor should be paid at least as well as the
average person in your community. Information on
the effective buying power per family can be obtained
through the state Chamber of Commerce, Wallace
Building, Little Rock. These statistics can be obtained
on a county basis and will prove exceedingly helpful.
Usually, if an average per family estimate is attempted
without benefit of such information, the figure arrived
at will be too low.
It, also, is important to remember that we live in
a time of inflation where five to seven percent of the
dollar purchasing power is taken away each year. If
your pastor fails to receive an increase comparable
with the year's inflation index, he has, in effect, received a salary cut.
If a church is providing an adequate salary, an
increase will simply say "We appreciate all that you
do for us. We love you."
When budget making time arrives, let's remember
the advice of Paul as he said "Even so did the Lord
ordain that they which proclaim the gospel shall live
by the gospel" (I Cor. 8:14.)

Religious papers and postal increases
. It would be difficult to over-emphasize the importance of the religious press. just as the secular press
serves to inform and provoke thought on items of a
general nature, the religious periodicals so serve our
churches across the land .
So important is freedom of the press and religion
that both are guaranteed in the Constitution of the
United States of America. There would be few indeed
who would openly oppose either of these cherished
liberties. Yet, both are threatened today for, as postal
increases come, religious papers may be forced into
the realm of the forgotten past.
We maintain that there is a close tie between the
function of denominational papers and freedom of
religion . As churches and denominations are robbed
of the media of the printed page, great will be the
loss to the organization and spread of Christianity.
The present postal increase is having its immediate
effect upon the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine. For
example, the estimated cost of postage for our magazine will be $18,000 next year which is exactly twice
what it was one year ago. This is only the second stage
of a 10-year postal escalation.

July 19, 1973 ·

According to Evangelical Press Association there
is some hope since the House Post Office and Civil
Service Committee has endorsed the Hanley bill (HR
7554) granting relief to profit and non-profit second
class mail users.
The new proposal passed by a vote of 13-0, now
goes to the Rules Committee and then to the floor
of the House. It provides that non-profit, second class
postal rate increases imposed by the Postal Rate <;:ommission and scheduled to take effect during the next
eight years, would be shared equally between the
user and congressional appropriations. It also provides that only two-thirds of the scheduled rates would
be cha,rged for the first 250,000 copies of a non-profit
publication.
Meanwhile, the scheduled 1973 postal rate of
July 6 has been frozen by the Cost of Living Council
at the current level for 60 days of Phase II.
·
The possibility for relief has developed to a very
large extent because of the reaction of the public to
these scheduled increases. We wish to thank each
reader who has written letters on this Important matter. We would like to again urge you to write to our
s'e nators and con~ressmen on this matter.
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I must say ill

Who? Everyone!
When so mething as big as the
United States gets into trouble, who
is at fault? Everyone. Winston
Churchill. once sa id of governments,
"Democracy is the worst except
the rest." A democracy demands
participation to 111ake it work . If
the people do not join in, it ceases
to be a democracy and becom es
something else.
Who is r~sponsible for in.fla Dr. Ashcraft
tion, corruption, devaluation of th e
dollar, imbal ance in world trade, shortages of certain
commodities, and Watergate? Everyone. The person
who pay s exorbitant prices shares the gui lt of those
who charge criminal rates for their services.
The innocent . people who, for expediency's
sake, pay a fin e have contributed .to the delinquency
of the police, · prosecutor and judge an9 should .be
required to pay a second fine . The peopl e in Congress
who allowed the Executiv e bran c h to overpower them
are as guilty as the people who order the bombs
dropped.
·
Those who "let George do it" or "leave it to someone else" are doubly in error. Democracy demands
participation on the part of all. He who tolerates an
evi l in essence has endorsed that. evil.
We are in it, what do we do to get out of it? We

O'Brien named news
editor, Baptist Press
NASHVILLE, Tenn .
(BP) Rober.t ].
O'Brien of Dallas,
press director for
the Baptist General
Convention of
Texas, has b ee n
named News Editor
for Baptist Press, th e
news service o f th e
Southern
Bapti st
Convention .
O'Brien
He will begin hi s
duties in Nashville on Aug. 15, according to W . C. Field s, director of Baptist
Press.
O'Brien joined the Texas Baptist staff

can begin by launchin g an a ll -~ ut, one-man crusade
against every evi l which touches our perso nal lives
every day . Overchar ges should be protested on th e
spot. Faulty merchandi se sho uld be returned for refund.
Repairs and services for equipment shou ld be up
to grade or legal redress so ught. Profess ional people
who overcharge should be boycotted until their fee s
are compatible with reaso n. A ll ow law enforcement
peopl e, taxi drivers, bus drivers and delivery people
to ab id e by traffic laws, but if they fail, report them .
Pay your own keep and demand th e nexl fellow
to do the same. Mak e no charge of your own se rvices
which are not in keeping with the standards you set ·
for others. Those who tol erate evils have endorsed
evi ls.
..
The civilization of th e twin cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah went down because of th e peop le who
lived in Sodom and Gomorrah. Lea ders cannot lea d
th e people to destruction only as the peo ple all ow it.
By overcharging, overpaying, refu sing to ca ll the
hand of the crook, succumbin g to ex ped ient behaviour, we are contributing to our own destruction
as well as the delinquency of the system . W e are degrading our selves and will find our own signature
upon our death certificate.

I must say it! Secretary:

in 1968 after three years as an editor of
youth publication s with th e Baptist
Broth erhood Commission, Memphis.
He succeeds ]am es R. Newto n who
moved to the Broth e rhood Commission
staff on June 25.
Previously, O'Brien wa s a police,
sports, and genera l assignment reporter
and religion editor for fiv e yea rs with
daily newspapers in Newport News
·
and Richmond, Va.
A native of South Carolina, O'Bri en is
a graduate of Wa shington and Lee University, Lexington, Va., with a doubl e
major in journali sm and hi story . He
was named by Sigma Delta Chi as th e
outstanding journalism graduate of
th e schoo l in 1961.
He received a Master of Sc ience in
journalism, ~orthwestern University,

New·subscribers:
Church
Three months free new church:
Chicot Road, Little Rock
New Budget:
Leonard Street, Hot Springs
Bethel Station, Paragould
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Pastor

Association

· jim Wyatt

Pula ski

Edward Anderson
Carl Hodges

Central
0reen

Charles H. Ashcraft, Executive .

Evanston, Ill., in 1962.
O'Brien will be responsib le for news
:;tories released daily through Baptist
Press to the 33 Baptist state papers, the
reli giou s press, and to th e sec ul ar news
media .
Bapti st Press is a coo perativ e news
operat ion amon g Southern Bapti sts, in volving fiv e bureaus; app roximate ly 300
Bapti st r:Jew s and public relations perso nn el, num ero us "stringers" or parttim e correspondents, plus press rep resentatives in 76 co untri es aro und the
world.
"We are fortunate to have co min g to
the staff a you ng man with suc h a broad
background of special tra inin g. and
expe ri ence," Fields sa id.
" We expect to add a Feature Editor
to th e Bapti st Press sta ff to work alon g
b es id e .Mr. O'Br ien beg inning October
1st," Fi eirl s added.
O'Bri en is an accredited m emb er of
the Publi c Re lat ions Society of America,
Sigma De lta C hi , national professional
journali sm society ; Baptist Publi c Rela tions Association; So uth e rn Baptist
Press Association; and was presidente lect of the Da ll as chapter of the Reli giou s Public Relations Cuuncil, an
internation al inter-fa ith public relations
organ izat ion .
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CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, SBC
•

(Second in a series of seven articles)
The occu lt, despite the bewildering
variety of fads and fascinatio ns involved
in it, can be rough ly divided into four
categories: (1) Satanism, (2) spiritualism,
(3) witchcraft, and (4) prophesy. The
first one we will look at is Satanism.

Satanism today

· chapters operate throu gho ut the Un_ite?
States and in Europe. Although 1t 1s
the best known of all Satan ist groups,
it is not an example and even_ goes . as
far as to disavow any connect ~ on w1~h
any other Satan ic . gro~p . e1ther. m
p hilosophy or practice, w 1th1n or Without th e United States.

Satanic practices

In one of the most
A few of the basic Satan ic practices
extensive works on
wou ld include:
·
Satanism today, The
(1) Use of sex outside the framework
Second Coming, Arof marriage. This is sin to t he Christia~,
thur Lyons revealed
yet it retains a prom m ent place m
that research co n.
Satan ic groups today.
ducted by Dr. Ar(2) Allowing the body to ach1eve a
nold Wilson showed · weak state. W idespread use of drugs is
an unusual interest
commo n since hallucinogenic drugs
in Sata nism beginare well suited for con ju r in g up
ning in the late sixdemons.
ties. Many became
(3) Desire for materialistic values
Viser
interested
after
inclu ding self-indulgence in any and
viewing the movie "Rosemary's Baby."
every for·m.
Anton LaVey, w ho played the role of
t he Devil in the movie, ca ll ed it the
Evaluating Satanism in God's Word
"best paid commercial for Satanism
God's Word confronts Sata nisrri in its
since the inquisitio n."
every aspect .
Satan ism cannot be co nfined to t h e
Second Timothy 4 :3-4 warns us as a
movie screen alone for it is flourishing
sign of Jesus' return that· many will foland active today. The first article in
low their own desires, indulging self
the series recalled one of the more
and turning away fro m truth.
recent events invo lvin g one believing
First Timothy 4:1 tells us of those dein Satan ism, but perhaps the best known
parting f rom the fait h to listen to "seexample to all of us is that of the C harles
ducing spirits" and "doctrines of
Manson fam ily. The fam ily responsible
devil s."
for the deaths of actress Sharo n Tate
Peter ca ll ed the Devil "your adverand others was headed by o ne who
sary" in I Peter 5:8. In James 4:7, we
periodically claimed to be Sa~an. .
are told to " Resist the Devi l and he
The delusion of Satan 1sm IS trag1ca lly
will flee from you."
illust rated further in the death of 20
Jesus was tempted by Sata n himself
year o ld Patrick Newell who req~este?
and overcame the temptation experithat he be pushed into a pond w1th h1s
ence trium phantly . By our bel ief in
hands tied behind his back. HE;! felt that,
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and
by dying a· vi o lent death, he would be
our consecrated service to him, we too
placed in command of 40 legions of
shall overcome Satan "by the blood of
demons. Those who work closely with
the Lamb" (Rev. 12 :11 .)
young people in that New Jersey town
of 48,000 est imated that from 50-100 of
the youth were Devil's d isciples.

The Satanic church
Not o nly did Anton LaVey appear as
the Devil in the forementioned film
but, in 1966, he founded the Church
of Satan in San Francisco which is in corporated and protected under Ca li fornia laws. Membership figures have
not been avai lable since the number
reached 10,000 but it is known that

July 19, 1973

Correction
In an article appearin g o n page
seven of the June 28 issue,
evangelist Bill Lewis shou ld have
been identifi ed as the son of H .
Lee Lewis, who lives at Warren.

Crime and Punishment
When the average citizen decides not to cheat on his income tax or to slip money from
the company vault, it is because
of the possibili ty of punishment, not the severity of t he
punishment. This is the conclusion reached by Charles H.
Logan after careful study of
the deterrent effects of punishment on crime. Logan says that
for most persons an increase
in the length of imprisonment
for various crimes would be
meaningless. "Just the fact o f
being caught\ and punished at
all is to most people tantamount to complete ruin. " For
the hardened crim inal, raising
the punishment ante may have
some deterrent effect. However, Logan wonders "if we are
prepared for more crowded
prison con.d itions, which usually mean more parolees on the
streets, more stra in on law enforcement and judicial machinery and hence a lower ·possibility of catchin g law-breakers
in the first p lace."
(From "Crime," p. 49 in
Human Behavior, June, 1973)
• Priorities Shift
Spending
patterns in the past decade
"suggest a far-reaching, if
sometimes inconsistent, shift
in priorities in the United
States." According to a study
by the National Planning Association's Center for Priority
Analysis, spending on defense,
international aid, urban development and research and
development
underwent
a
relative decl ine. During this
same period, hea lth, welfare,
and education jumped into the
high priority category. A new
goal, not in evid ence a decade
ago, is enviro nmental protection . Despite the new "anticonsumption ethic," however,
the proportion of GNP going
into private consumption has
stayed about the same.
(From "Newsletter Social
Science," p. 68 in Intellectual
Digest, July, 1973)
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Woman's viewpoint

From sackcloth to feed sacks
By Iris O'Neal Bowen
I have neve r reAfter I m arri ed, we lived in a small
pented in sackcloth
co mmunity where the farmers w ere
and ashes, but I
suppl ementi ng t heir farm in co m e by
guess I have don e
raising baby chicks. There wa s a wonno littl e rep enting
d erful se lection of pretty pr ints, and I
in feed sacks, for
soo n found myse lf a n o ld Singer
you see, I grew up · machin e and sta rt ed buy in g sac ks at'
about the time all
three for a do ll ar. I made dresses, curthe feed co mpanies tains, pillow cases, tablecloths, apron s
were packin g their and pajamas; and if I wo re a dress to
feeds in patterned
prayer meeting that matched my neighcotton feed sac ks,
bor's littl e boy's sh irt, no one ca red.
Mrs. Bowen
just right for sew in g.
It was also fun to go to the sto re and
The feed usually came in 100 pound
sti r in th e pil e of sacks, eve n though
sacks and my mother would co ll ec t
so m eo ne often grabbed a pretty sac k I
them as she fed the chick ens and cow,
had my eye on, ju st as I reac hed fo r it!
or she might go down to the store
After a tim e, I decid ed to slip -cove r
where they always had extra on es some
my coucl}, but found that feed sac ks do
of th e ladies had traded iri .
not a pretty co uch cover mak e, nor

co uld I even find eno ugh sacks in one
flow ered pattern to cove r a big o ld
cou'c h!
So I go t o u t my Montgomery W ard
ca talo g and ordered a very pretty batch
of sure-eno u gh co uch cove r mater ial.
It wasn't long until my couch sa t proud
and pretty, swat hed in a gree n and
wh ite panorama of Wa shington 's stat ely
home, Mount Vernon.
I wa s proud to have ris en above the
feed sac k leve l, and cou ld hardly wait
for my first ca ll er to admire my good
taste and hand iwo rk. I did not have
lon g to wait.
When she had ohh-ed and ahh -ed,
she fi xed my chi cke n -wago n fast.
" Wh ere did yo u get al l tho se pretty
feed sac ks?" she as ked.
"Don't you recogni ze quality wh en
you see it?" I wanted to ask ... but I
didn't. Cloth ed in feed sacks I was, but
my temp er w as not quite hot enough to
provide the ashes!

I
Doctrines of the faith

Christian Education

News briefs _ _ __
in Peril?

By D . jack Nichola s, President
Southern Baptist College

Dr. Nicholas

Last w ee k thi s co lumn d ea lt with th e Bib li ca l and hi storical
basis of Christian high er ed ucat ion . It was noted that hi gher
education in this co untry was a product of reli gion, in that
the early co ll eges were founded by ch urches. Observation was
also made of the ri ch herita ge of Baptists in th e area of Chr istian high er ed ucat ion .
In th e op ini on of m any authorities, the hi sto ry of Christian
higher ed uca tion is mu ch brighter th an its future. Several years
ago while in graduate school I enco untered again and aga in
predictions by reputabl e educators of th e d ecl i.ne of private
and church-re lated co ll eges withi'n th e space of a few decad es.
This news was somew hat disconcerting to m e since I intended
to spend my life in Baptist hi gher education .

A look at enrollment statistics in private in stitution s of hi gher lea rnin g is not
encouraging. For, althou gh private and church -re lated co ll eges in America enrolled
7S percent of the students in 1900,· they could cla im on ly SO percent in 1930, and
2S percent in 1972. While thi s shift reflect s a more dramat ic change in proportion
than in actua l numb er of students, it does in dicate a trend deserving of the co ncer n
of all those who are interested in private and Christian high er ed ucat ion .

• Gerald Goodier and hi s daughter,
Lind a Kay Dav idso n, of First Church,
Dard anell e, left July 9 to attend the
Bapti st World Alliance in Ensi edoln,
Sw itze rl and . Th ey will also tour Europe
for 1S days.
• New Ho pe Church, Harri so n,
rece ntl y ordained Corbit Edwards as a
deacon.
• Bear Creek Springs, Harri so n,
recently ordained as d eaco ns John
Crawfo rd, Chester Harness, and Harold
Clay born. Pasto r Jesse Matlock did the
question in g and Mi ss ionary John Finn of
Boon e- Newton Assoc iation brought the
message.
• First Church, Stephen s, will
observp Hom ecoming Day July 22. Hugh
Cantrell, form er pastor for more than 20
years, will be th e speaker of th e morning
se rvic e. There wi ll be a dedication
message at 1:30 by Bruce Murphy,
pastor, Second Church, ElDorado.

• W. Tru em an Moore celebrated hi s
Forces are presently at work, which if continued unabated, co uld m ean th~ ' first anniversary as pastor of Ea st Side
end of Christian higher education by th e end of thi s century. Among th ese forces
Church, Ft. Smith, Jul y 1. During hi s first
are the following: (1) Inflation which is felt in the spira lin g cost of buildin gs, equipyear with th e church th ere have been
ment, ·facilities, and programs of hi gher educat io n. (2) Th e in creasing sec ulari za tion
131 new m embers added to th e
of our culture. Our contemporary soc iety is "down" on th e sac red, and demonm emb ership.
strates littl e interest in anything sacred, including Christ ian ed uca tion. (3) Progres• Th e youth cho ir of First C hurch,
sive ly increasing incursion of the fed eral government into th e finan cin g of high er
Stuttgart, was among SO youth choirs
education by making available massive program s and grants, most of whi ch many
from 12 states parti cipating in th e first
Baptist co ll eges will not accept because of their position on se paration of church
Southern Baptist Convention Youth
and state. (4) Diminishing comm itm ent of denominations to provid e the financia l
Choir Festival at Ridgecrest in Jun e.
re so urces necessa ry for the proper support of th eir co lleges.
• The youth of Pl easa nt Hill Church,
Although the stat isti cs appear di scourag in g and th e d iffi cu lti es form id able,
Rogers, rece ntly co mpleted a 10-day
those d enominations who recog ni ze the uniqu e and valuable co ntribution s of
miss ion trip to M anhattan, Ill. They had
their co ll eges will preserve them . Thi s co lumn will, for th e next few weeks, di scuss
worked all year to rais e funds for the
why we Southern Baptists must be among tho se denom in ations who do so.
trip .
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Between parson and paw

A decision
By Velma Merritt
Sooner or later
every pastor is faced
with a dil emma do I stay wh ere I am
or do I serv e in another place? Determining th e Lord's
will in the m atter is
sometim es difficult
A
especially wh en his
~
will conflicts with
your will.
Seve rql thin gs can
help a pastor wh en forced to make a
decision.
1. He must hon estly seek th e Lord's
will wh eth er it is what h e wants o r not.
2. He has to be in co mmunicat ion
with God. He ca nnot find God's will if
he does ri ot study' the Scriptures, pray,

and listen to God's still sm all voice.
Many tim es God spea ks d irectl y through
h is word to an individ ual.
3. He mu st exhib it pati ence before
the Lord . God does not work on man's
ti m etable. Sometimes he answers quickly but sometimes he does not.
Wh en we earnestl y turn to th e Lord
for guidance, he will s ~ ow his way .
Fulfillment in your work may be an
indication t h at th e Lord is pleased with
you r present position. Dissatisfaction
may be an indica tio n that God is preparing to move you o n. (However, re.member Jonah certa inly was not satisf ied at Nin eveh, but he was where the
Lo rd wanted him! )
There are no set rul es and guidelines
as to how the Lord reveals his will to an
ind ividu al. To each person he reveals

himself in peculiar ways. The only sure
way one can find the Lord's place for
him is to say, "Lord, what would yo u
have me do?" and wait for the Lord to
reveal ·the answe'r as h e sees fit.
Dale and I recently have been faced
with the most difficult decision of our
lives. Do we continue in the pastorate
or do we begin a new work in Chateau
d 'Oex, Switzerland, to all of Europe?
With great soul -searchin g, ago ny,
talk with t he Lord, and following his
plan made ever so clear we reached a
life-changing decision.
God ca lled. W e responded. Next
week .. . the new work of the Internati o nal Christian Center in Chateau
d'Oex, Switzerland and our part in it.

Staff changes _ __
Minor E. Cole is serving as interim
pastor of Centennial Church, Pine Bluff.
This is pastor Cole's 21st interim
pastorate since his retirement in 1962.
David Brown, a juni or at Henderson
State College, is the new music director
for First Ch u rch, Murfreesboro .
Rex Shreve has accepted the call of
First C hurch, Grubbs. He returns to the
.state after a stay in Texas.

.

Mt. Carmel, Cabot, has called james
Harris as music and education director.
He comes to the church from a post at
First Church, Booneville.

Orville Castleberry, has been called as
pastor of First Ch u rch, DeValls Bluff. He
has been serving in Malvern .

Participa.t ing in the service were Pastor Russell]. Clea rman; Terri A nn M eeuwsen,
the reigning Miss Am erica; and Dick Bradford, em cee and choir director.

God and country rally
features Miss America
A C hristian testimony by Miss
America, a stirrin g message on "What's
Good About Co mmunism," a combined
150- voi ce c hoir
th ese w e re
in gred ients in the 8th annual God and
Country Partiotic Service of Little Rock 's
Olivet C hurch Sunday, July 1.
Held in Robinson Auditorium, t he
service wa s carri ed o n four tel evi sion
stations (with filmin g by Littl e Rock's
KTHV), and on th e Arkansas Radio
N etwork, which has 67 station s in
Arkansas.
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Terri Ann Meeuwse n, Green Bay,
Wise., the reignin g Mi ss America, told o f
meeting Jesus just two years ago as "the
·greatest thing that ever happened to
m e" and explained that since then "I've
seen America through different eyes."
As her closing song she sang "He
Touched M e" and as she left the mike
urged, "I hope you will let Him touch
you, too."
Pastor Russell Clea rm an, who has
received several Freedom Foundation
m edals for previous m essages, called o n
C hristia ns to give the sa m e dedication as
the Co mmunist fa ithful. He explained
that the two ideologies battlin g for the

minds and lives of m an today are
Communism and C hristianity.
Drawin g a series of contrasts between
the two, inclu ding origin, aims and
histori c developm ent, he urged
red edication to tho se Christ i an
principles that have made America
great .
Other program person alities included
Lt. Gov. Bob Riley, w ho led th e Pledge of
All egiance and in prayer; Dick Bradford,
Immanuel Church, Wichita, Kan., w ho
served as emcee, director of the choir
and. soloist, and Frank Whitbeck,
president of American Foundation Life
Insurance Company, w h o expressed
appreciation of th e community for the
service and called for financial support
of t he endeavor.
Churches represe nted in the choir
included First, Sherwood; First, Cabot;
Hillsdale Chapel; Brookwood, and
Shannon Hills.
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1973 Annual meeting
•
•
schedule for assoc1at1ons
•

Sep. 22-23

Buck ville

Cedar Glades

Oct. 8-9

Caddo River
Carroll County
Centennial
Current River
Little River
Ouachita
Trinity
Van Buren County

Glenwood, First; Mt. Ida, First
Green Forest, First
Tichnor; N. Maple, Stuttgart
Biggers; Success
Murfreesboro, First; Foreman, First
Gillham; Hatfield, First
Harrisburg, First; Trumann, First
Plant

Oct. 9

Carey
'C lear Creek
Searcy County

Sparkman, First
Alma, First
Morning Star

Oct. 9,11

Buckner

Temple, Waldron; Huntington

Oct. 11

Boone-Newton
Hope

New Hope, Omaha
Fouke, First

Oct. 11-12

Big Creek

Salem, First

Oct. 15

Arkansas Valley
North Pulaski

Lambrook
North Little Rock, First

Oct. 15-16

Ashley County
Benton County
Concord
Delta
Faulkner
Gainesville
Greene County
Liberty
Mississippi County
Mt. Zion
Pulaski County
Washington-Madison

Oct. 15-17

Independence
Little Red River

Mountain View, First; Emmanuel, Southside; Calvary, Batesville
Heber Springs, First

Oct. 15, 16, 18

Dardanelle-Russellville
White River
Calvary
Caroline

Atkins; Belleville; Dardanelle
Bull Shoals; Yellville; East Side, Mountain Home
Grace, Augusta
Des Arc, First

Oct. 18

Central
Red River

Lakeside, Hot Springs
South Fork; Okolona .

Oct. 18-19

Bartholomew
Conway-Perry
Rocky Bayou

Macedonia, Monticello, Second
Casa, First; Thornburg
Evening Shade; Mount Pleasant

Oct. 22-23

Black River
Tri-County

Smithville; Immanuel, Newport
Marion; Madison, First

Oct. 23

Harmony

Centennial, Pine Bluff

Oct. 16
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Magnolia, Crossett
Centerton
Magazine, First; Windsor Park, F.S.
Jennie; Dermott
Pickles Gap, Conway
Piggott, First
Calvary, Paragould
Elliott; El D., Second; El D., Trinity
Calvary, Osceola
. Black Oak; Fisher Street, Jon esboro
Lakeshore Drive, L. R.
Fayetteville First
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_______________ Your state convention at work
While on furlough, N icho ls is serving in
the Stewardsh ip Departme·n t.
Camps would be impossib le without
counse lors. We are gratefu l for
. dedicated men who are willin g to give of
messages especia lly prepared for boys. 1
their time and ability to gu id e boys in
feel sure .eve ry perso n atte ndin g join
spiritual, mental, physical and soc ial
with m e in say in g "th ank s."
growth and development. Th ey includ e
Camp mi ssiona ri es play a very
both ministers and layme n.
im portant part in Roy9l Ambassador
One counse lor, Jimmy Brown of Pine
Camp . In fact they really hi ghli ght the
Bluff gave up a job to spend all four
week. Paul Rhoads served as camp
weeks se rving. Jimmy is a dedicated.
missionary three of the weeks. Paul is a Christian young man, He is an army
former camper and sta ffer .
veteran and w ill be a student at S.C.A .
He has completed a tour of service as
this fall.
a missionary journeyman. The past year
Others serving as counse lors were W.
he has co mpl eted work on his sem inary
V. Garner, Texarkana; Jer·ry Brown, Pine
d eg ree at Midwestern in Kansas City. He
Bluff; Keith Str ick land, Littl e Rock;
is under appointment of the Foreign
Benny Nett les, Beebe; Neal Co le,
Mi ss ion Board and will return to Korea
Don ald Tollin ge r at;~d Larry Spe nce r,
in December.
Paragould; Tony Weston, West Helena;
His appeal to boys and the
Fred Gay, H ebe r Spr in gs; Ron
presentation of mission work was most
Barrentine, Beebe; Benny McCracken,
refresh in g. He is a very talented and
Arkade lphi a; Joe l Moody, Little Rock;
gifted speaker and is fully dedicated to
James F. Browne, Jackso nvill e; Stephen
the Lord and missions.
Fawceq, West Helena; Bill Kimbrell,
Gilbert Nichols was the missionary for
Booneville; J. D. Hethcoat, McCrory;
the fourth week of camp. He too d1d an
James Kn ight, Batesville; and Terry
excell ent job in presenting mi ss ion work
Bryant, Little Rock.
·
and needs. He also gave emphasis to the
Mike Sheets, Texarkana and Ronnie
coope rative program and stewa rd ship.
Bohannon, Kensett, sta ff ers for four
weeks also served o ne week as
co unse lors.
Other staffers were John Grammer,
Stuttgart; Mike Simm ons, Texarkana;
Bobby Carr, West Memphis; Jack
Griebel, Bryant; · Benny Rogers, Li tt le
Rock; David Bauman, Little Rock; and
Russell G regson, Little Rock.
To all of these workers w ho gave of
t heir time and ab ility we say "thanks."
Without you, camps would have been
imposs ibl e.
It .is our prayer that more men,
includin g mini ste rs, will be willing to
give so me time and utili ze their ab ility
The program will includ e creat ive for the Lord in guidin g a boy in a week
worship
experiences,
Bibl e st udy, of camp.
occupational testing and co un se ling,
Camp plans for 1974 are already in the
fellowships and recreation, dorm
making. -C. H. Seato n, Director
discussion groups, vocational interest
confere nces, and sk il-lab groups.
The youth choir of First Church of
Arkadelphia, under the direction of Don
Ed mond son, will present "JOY," a youth
musical by Ed Sea bau gh and Bill Cates .
Representatives of hom e and foreign
The
mi ss ion s will be prese nt for personal and
group
conferences.
DISCOVERY / II
..,
.
.
~L.~Cooperative
•
Program is the
promises to be an exc itin g and unusual
opportunity for youth who are seek in g
God's direction in their li ves.
The total cost is $20, including meals,
lodg in g, registration, lin ens, and
in surance. Se nd $3 to DI SCOVERY / II
C hurch Trainin g Department, P.O . Bo~
550, Little Rock, Ark. 72203 - Robert
Holley

Results of R.A. camps .include
58 professions of faith by boys
Roya l Ambassador Camps fo r 1973 are
now hi sto ry . Thi s was one o f th e best
ser ies of camps in recent ye a·rs both in
.
· attendance and in visibl e res ults.
Attendance in ca mps total ed 319, w ith
· one exception every section of the state
was rep rese nt ed. About 30 associations
were represented in the four weeks of
camps .
Vis ib le res ults revea l 58 boys accepted
Chri st as Sav iour: 12 boys surrendered to
full -time Christian se rvi ce w herever God
may lead: 4 boys w ere definite in their
fe elin g of a ca ll to mi ssion se rvi ce: and
41 made reded icat io n of their life to
Christ ..
Visibl e results, however, tell on ly part
of t he sto ry. Etern ity alone can fully
revea l the fu ll impact and va lu e of the
camps in th e li fe of the boys and for the
cause of Christ.
Our
deepest
gratitude
and
appreciat ion goes to W . V. Garner;
Ralph Shaddox; C. W. Ca ldwe ll and Joe l
Moody for serving as ca mp pastor . They
did an exce ll ent jo? in presenting timely

Every young person is unique. . .
different. . . one of a kind . Every
Ch ri stian young person has certain
unique gifts wh ich God has given him .
DISCOVERY / II
is
an
unu su a l
opportunity fo r senio r hi gh and co ll ege
st ud e nts who want to discover
themselves and how God ca n use their
uniqu e gifts in hi s se rvice.
DISCOVERY / II will be held o n the
campus of Ouachita Baptist University
Aug. 20-23. The co nference wi ll beg in
with registration on Monday afte rnoon
at 4 and will end Thursday morning at
10:15. This is an oppo rtunity to spend
· fou.r ·excitin g days on a co ll ege campus,
meet so me interesting and cha ll enging
people, mak e new friend s, and perhaps
enco~ nt er
some
li fe c h ang in g
expe n ences.

July 19, 1973

0

Page9

Stewardship

Few are unaware of mandate
for Christians in tithing ·
Winfred Hammons, a deacon in Berea
Church, jacksonville, was giving a tithing
testimony during a morning worship
service in his church. In recounting the
experiences that led to his tithing
commitment years ago, Hammons said,·
"I was stingy; I didn't have the luxury of ·
not knowing about tith ing."
The statement represents a confession
t hat most of us could make, but
probably few are willing to, particularly
in public.
Two of my pa.storates were in the
pioneer mission field in the Great Lakes
area, back during the days when our
convention was expand ing throughout
the nation. It was not uncommon in that
work to find persons, often who w ere
sincere Christians, that were totally

naive and uninformed about even the
basic responsibilities of the Christia n
faith and church membership.
I 'still remember th e first sermon I
preached in one of those pasto rates· on
stewardship. The message on tith ing
would have been considered rather
si mple and basic by Southern Baptist
standards, but to my complete surprise I
found that it represented a totally new
concept to most of those in attendance
at . the service. That was one sermon I
had to completely rework and repreach
later. (I wonder if I should have done the
same with some other sermons.)
However, such ignorance of tithing is
relatively rare here in the Bible Belt
where most Southern Baptists live. It is
true that many do not practice tith ing,

Summer missionaries. work
with National Baptist churches
Four Student. Summer Missionaries
are working with National Baptist
churches in Arkansas for 10 weeks this
summer. Sponsored by the Home
Mission Board of SBC and the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention, these college
stucjents are working in Vacation Bible
Schools, youth revivals, and summer
camps. It is expected they will direct
activities that touch the lives of 1800-

2000 young people. The student
missionaries had orientation at the
Baptist Building, 525 W. Capitol in Little
Rock, for two days prior to their first
assignment. Already reported are four
Vacation Bible Schools with over 25
professions of fa ith. -Robert U.
Ferguson, Director, Work with National
Baptists

Student miSSionanes are Gail Holloway of Birmingham, Ala.; Carrie Smith of Ft.
Smith; Andrewnetta Brown of San jose, Calif.; and Carolyn Lott of Mt. Vernon, Ala.
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but most of those in attendance at our
services on any Sunday, including the
unsaved, usually know what the word
"tithing" means and are aware that it is
taught somewhere in the Scriptures.
Most persons who do not tithe do not
have the luxury of ignorance; most of
them have the sin of omission. -Roy F.
Lewis, Secretary of Stewards hip Cooperative Program Depa rtment

The Ouachita-Southern Advancement Campaign

Million dollar campaign
By jim E. Tillman, Director

Getting down to the "nitty-gritty"
reveals that we are now in a "One
Million Dollar Campaign" in Phase 2 of
the Ouachita-Southern Advancement
Campaign. With almost $3 mi llion
pledged through the churches of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, we
are now faced with the challenge of ·
rai sing one mi llion m o re for our two
schools.
This phase of the campaign wi ll be
victorious as 600 churches respond to
th e challenge. As 15 Advance Churches
accept their suggested goals, we will
have raised over $200,000 toward this
goal.
Each of the churches will want to
consider their suggested goal as their
individua l campa ign for Christian
Higher Education. First Church of Blue
Eye, Mo., for exa mple, is in a $968
Campaign for Ouachita and Southern.
They just recently pledged $1,355 to be
paid over the next five years.
In order to effectively conduct your
loca l campaign for Christian Higher
Education, you need some tools and
methods. Take your suggested goal, or
set a new goal, for the starting point. If
you want to place the goal in your
budget, decide how much it will be each
week for the next three to five years. A
goal of $1 ,000 will call for $3.85 a week
for five years. You may want to have a
· special offering each year for the
Campaign. Free envelopes are yours
upon request.
Your church is of vital importance to
the victory of this "Million Dollar
Campaign." All of the suggested goa ls
total the $1 million goal. It will take the
church with a $75 suggested goal, along
with the other c hurches, to claim the
victory. Do you know your suggested
goal? Give me a call (376-4791) or drop
me a card (Box 550, Little Rock, 72203)
and I' ll send you t he information.
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The Celebration!
Let's not conf use the Celebration with
the Spectacular. Both of them w ill be
exciting and wonderful! You'll be
hearing soon about th e conventionwide CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place
Spectacular to be held at Ft. Worth,
March 21-23,1974. We expect to have an
attendance of 13,000!
But the CHURCH: tHe Sunday Night
Place Celebration is an Arkansas event
-a big Church Training Conventionto be held at Immanu el Church, Little
Rock, Thursday, Oct. 25, 10 a.m.-8:30
p.m. Mark your ca len·dar now and begin
making plans to attend. We have
prepared an outstanding program,
includin g a drama written specifically for
the Celebration.

Adult Brochure
The Adult Curriculum brochure,
containing all the units and sessions of
all three adult periodicals for Oct. 1,
1973-Sept. 30, 1974, will be ava ilabl e
soon. One copy will be sent to each
church . The pastor and Church Training
director can help their adu lts plan a
program of study for a year in advance.
Look for your curriculum brochure.
-Ra lph W. Davi s

Evangelism

Wives to attend retreat
Wives of pastors, Superintendents of
Missions, chairmen of evangelism and
full-time evange li sts are welcome to the
Pasto rs ' Personal Witnessing Retreat
Sept. 6-7, Camp Paron. The retreat
begins with supper at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 6, and closes at noon Friday, Sept.
7. Mrs. Joe Hogan has some inspiring
special sess ions planned for the women.
Dr. Eugene Skelton from the Sunday
School Board will speak on "Finding
People." Walter Watts, pastor of the
jam es Fork Church
in Buckner
Association will speak on "The Sheep
and The Shepherd." Leo Hughes,
Superintendent of Missions, Hope
Association will close the retreat with a
m essage.
Guests . of the Department of
Evangelism will be chairmen of
Evangelism, Superintendents of
Missions, full-time evangelists and
st udent pastors. Others are welcome on
a first come first served basis. Send a
reservat ion fee of $3 to j esse S. Reed,
Box 550, Little Rock, Ark. 72203. Cost per
person is $6.75 which includ es lod gin g,
meal s and insurance. - Jesse S. Reed,
Secretary
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Child Care

Christian care of children
should exceed state laws
Through the years, the Arkansas
Baptist Home for childr en, formerly
Bottoms Baptist Orphanage, has tried to
provide quality services to those
children and families whom it serves. In
lookin g back, I feel that Baptists in
Arkansas have much for which to be
both proud and gratefu l. Operating a
ministry that deals with families and
children in crisis situations certainly calls
for the highest qua li ty in sta ndards and
practices offered in a redemptive way.
Severa l years ago, the Arkansas
General Assembly passed a law that
would
require all chi ld - caring
in stit ution s to co nform to minimum
standards as set down by state law .
Unfortunately, this year the General
assembly amended thi s law to offer
exemptions for religious supported
child care institutions who wanted to be
excluded from the law. However, we do
not plan to seek exemption from this
law. We feel that a Christian agency has
an even greater responsibility to provide
the high est quality of services to people.
Our Children's Hom e has been issued
a li ce nse by the Arkansas Fam ily and
Ch ild Care Department. We are pleased

for our fa<;ilities to be opened to this
kind of inquiry on the part of the Social
Services Department. These laws are not
an effort by the state government to
control any private in st itution or agency.
It is, how ever, a very definite effort on
the part of our government to see that
the children and families who are served
by in stitutions and agencies- public or
private - are insured quality care and
services. The true intent of the original
law was to protect the rights and needs
of chi ldren who must receive care outsid e their own home.
Our concern as a Christian agency is
to provide the highest quality of care
that is possible. The worth and ,dignity of
each individu al, as taught in G;od's
Word, clearly ca ll s us to do the very best
in meeting these personal needs. So
having our li cense renewed by the
Family
and
Children's
Services
Department for another year represents
for us and for Arkansas Baptists a spirit of
cooperation with our state government
in providing high quality child care and
family serv ices in the nam e of jesus
Christ. - Johnny G. Biggs, Executive
Director, Arkansas Baptist Family and
Child Care Services

Student summer missionary
reports on work in Bahamas
Dear Arkansas BSUers:
The Bahama Islands are every bit as beautiful as you have
heard. However, the beautiful water, sand, and vegetation
cannot overshadow the beauty and friendliness of the
Bahamian people. We have been treated like kings and
queens.
Our first week was spent in Nassau with a quick orientation
period about Bahamian culture, Vacation Bible School
material, and most important with everyone learning to know
each one on the team. We also had a Bahamian church leader
each day fill us in from the national point of view. During the
middle of the week we were put in charge of prayer services in
jones
two of the churches, one an all black church and one halfwhite Bahamian and half- black Bahamian. We had good exper iences in both
churc hes.
On the weekend we were divided into four teams, two teams to serve the north
and two teams to se rv e in the south. I am lead er of one of the teams .
We have now comp leted one week of Bible School. in Calabash Bay and Love
Hill. We had a total of 77 chi ldren in these schoo ls. Believe me, 22 primaries can
make you wonder why God sent you! I was also put in charge of two night services
during the week.
God is teaching me many things as I am sure he is all of the other summer missionaries. I have seven more weeks of Bible School left and I really need the support of every BSUer in daily prayer. I have learned that complete dependence on
God is a must. I have been praying for the summer workers in the states. I love you
all.
.
Rusty Jones

Rusty is serving in the Bahamas as one of the Arkansas BSU Summer Missionaries. He is a student at the University of Arkansas.
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1 NIGHT - 3 MEALS- INSURANCE- $6.75
INDIVIDUAL MEALS: Supper
Breakfast
Lunch

$2.00
1.50
1.75

SEND RESERVATIONS to JesseS. Reed
Box 550, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203
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Summer missionary finds needs
great in Washington inner city

The cover

Dear Arkansas BSUers:
Hi! Here I am in the nat ion's capitol and I have found that
it is quite a place.
The inner-city has its nice parts but then one block over
is the worst ever! The kids j ust roam the streets day and night;
their mot hers never know where they are and t hey don't really
care. The o lder kids move around j ust like t he younger. They
are all starved for love and someone to reach out a caring hand.
The adu lts don't live much d ifferently - t hey spend a lot of
their time sitting on old crates ta lk ing about nothi ng. It is really
sad to see so much wasted energy ..lf there was on ly some way
to help these people- to reach all of them and share the Lord
Miss Braz il
and His Son wit h them.
We met a man named Wade Ak ins. His job is street ministry. He and his team
go o ut everyday up on the ma ll around the Capitol and pass out tracts. They also
hold meeti ngs in d ifferent parts of the area, usua ll y in outside locations. It really
makes you fee l great to know t hat at least somethi ng is being done and that someone cares. There is just so much need and these people have reached many.
We are working in various churches. We· are in charge of the Vacation Bible
Schoo l in them. This week we have been i n an all -b lack church and have had
around 35 k ids a day. There are on ly three of us. It has rea lly been a challenge. We
d idn't have any materia l so we made up our own. You really lea rn to turn to the
Lord and ask his guidance through such thi ngs. Without His help we would have
never made it !
In the afternoons we are work ing at the city hospital in the chi ldren's ward .
This is such a sad place! We hope to share w ith these children as much of God 's
love as we possib ly can!
I have grown a great deal learn ing that w ithout the Lord there isn't anything;
but if the Lord can live w ithin you, you can find the greatest peace and life ever
and forever!
Love in Him,
Judy Brazil

Judy is serving in inner-city Washington, D.C., as one of the Arkansas BSU Summer Missionaries. She is a student at the University of Arkansas.

Transplanting the
Cooperative Program
The transplanting of vital human
organs has been much in the news for
several years. We hear about the
dangers involved as well as the promised
benefits. We have seen some amazing
successes and have had to lament some
failures.
The foreign miss1onary has had some
of the same experiences in his work. He
has been facing the problems of
transplants for a long time. Very few
concerned are involved with the
transplanting of organs vital to the
human body, but all are concerned with
the transplanting of Christian ity.
Included in the transplanting of
Christianity is also the transplanting of
certain programs of the church, or
methods of carrying on the work of the
church. It is up to the missionary to
decide what is a workable program, one
that will be successful on the mission
field, and not just transplant a program
because it worked in another place.
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Often the missionary has made
mistakes in this respect and has been
accused of trying to establish a Southern
Baptist church in another country. Our
a1m is to establish national Baptist
churches, and we must decide what
should or should not be transplanted
from our practices and culture at home.
One thing that has worked
surprisingly well in the mission field is
the principle behind the Cooperative
Program. Many of the plans that the
m issionary has used here at home have
proved to be of little use on the mission
field, but the use of the Cooperative
Program in the support of the local
convention's work and as a means of
carrying out the responsibilities of the
churches has been accepted and proved
to be a real blessing in the work.
Perhaps there are several reasons why
this transplant should be successful
when others fail. The first reason for its
success is probably because the plan is
so biblical. It is a way in which the
churches can work together to carry out
their God-given responsibil ities. It helps

During the hot summer months Arkansans are attracted to the many lakes
and streams of the state. Two scuba
d i vers use the crystal clear waters of
the Buffalo River as a training ground
for their sport. (Photo courtesy Arkansas Dept. of Parks and Tourism)

CfD

The Cooperative Program

TAKES NO REST!
us carry out the Great Commission in
many different ways. It has proved to be
a way of carrying on the Lord's wor
"decently and in order."
Also, it has shown that it is a ver}'l
practical plan. It is a reasonable way fon
the churches to work together to d
what the local church cannot do alone.
By this transplant of a very vital plan
the churches of other conventions have
been spared the agony through which
Southern Baptists passed whit
searching for a good way to fulfill ou
responsibilities in world missions. In th
opinion of the writer, th is will prove to
be one of the major contributions which
Southern Baptists will make to the othe
convencions around the world. Isn't i
wonderful that we could provide such a
vital organ for the transplant and not
have to make the sacrifice of doing
without it ourselves! -Gilbert A.
Nichols, Missionary to Paraguay, Serving
as Missionary-in-Residence in
Stewardship-Cooperative
Program
Department, Arkansas Baptist State
Convention
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A

neat

.
exper1ence

Student
We.ek
at

Glorieta (Aug. 15-20)
and

Ridgecrest (Aug. 21-27)
Cost - $7.50 for reservations

Contact for reservations:

Student Department
525 W. Capitol
Little Rock, Ark. 72201

Approximate total cost
$75
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In Baltimore

Down-to-earth people
do something practical
On the 1973 Baltimore work project
there were no television cameras, no
newspaper report ers interviewing
anybo'dy, and
the neighborhoods
weren't nearly as
unique and colorful
as 1972's visit.
But, 24 students
Cowling
and three directors
from Arkansas Baptist Student Unions
found the same intensity of Christian
community and spiritual sustenance
which made the first Baltimore work
project so memorable to its participants.
The 73 project group included representatives from the Fayettevil le, Little
Rock, and Monticello campuses of the

University of Arkansas; Southern Baptist Col lege; the jonesboro and Beebe
Campuses of Arkansas State University;
and · Sout h ern State Coll ege. Pulaski
Heights Church in Little Rock provided
a bus for transportation for the students.
In Baltimore the students patched
holes in the walls and ceilings of private
dwellings, did their awkward, heartfelt
best to smooth and sand the plaster,
then painted many square yards of walls.
They replaced the entire ceiling of a
room, did some panelling, scraped·
outside paint with a blowtorch, cleaned
a glass-strewn schoolyard and completely transformed the appearance
of a community center by means of
paint, elbow grease, and cheerful good
comradeship.
But the most significant results of
the 1973 Baltimore work project proba-

bly weren't the amount of work done
by the students, or even the nobility
of the young people in making-do under trying circufl)stances. It was the
human interactions, the lessons in
Christian living learned.
The permanent results of Baltimore
1973 wi ll be in the recollections of such
things as seeing guarded hostility and
aloof distance in the demeanor of our
"hosts" gradually melt and become
acceptance, openness, and warmth.
Friday evening's departure was marked
by much hugging, some genuine tears,
the exchange of addresses and fervent
insistences that "next time you ' re in
Baltimore . . ."
The cup of cold water in Jesus' name
was the motivation that sent 24 young
Arkansans to Baltimore. Jesse D.
Cowling, BSU Director, Southern State
College

Southwestern Seminary
Names five teachers
FT. WORTH (BP) - Five persons have
been named to the teaching staff at · ·
Southwestern
Baptist
Theologica l
Seminary according to seminary
President Robert E. Naylor.
James F. Eaves of Albuquerque, N .M.,
has been elected as a professor o f
evangelism and four men were named
instructors in the School of Theology.
The four new instructors are all
graduate students who are completing
requirements for the doctor of theology
degree. Named instructors in preaching
were Albert D. Fasol of West Frankfort,
Ill., and G. Dean Dickens of Booneville,
Ark.
L. Russell Bush of Columbia, Miss.,
was named an instructor in philosophy
and Old Testament and L. L. Collins Jr.,
of Port Arthur, Tex., was named an
instructor in New Testament and Greek.
Eaves, a native of Gibson, Tenn.,
comes to Southwestern Seminary with
18 years experience in the pastoral
ministry. He has served churches in
Tennessee, Texas and since 1970 has
served as the pastor of the First Church
of Albuquerque.
'
A graduate of Union University,
Jackson, Tenn ., Eaves also holds the
bachelor of divinity and the doctor of
theology degrees from Southwestern
Seminary.

Pianist wanted
NASHVILLE - john Mayner (right), couns.elor, Arkansas Rehabilitation Service, Ft.
Smith, attended a writer's conference in Nashville this spring to receive instructions
concerning writ ing assignments for Sunday School periodicals. Mayner, one of 22
writers at the conference, is shown here with Ernest Hollaway, supervisor of the
adult section, Sunday School department of the Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board and Mrs. Shirley Stephens, interim editor of "Sunday School Young Adults."
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High School or college-career age
Contact Dennis McCrackin
Music & Education Director
Rosedale Baptist Church

.565-4622
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A
CASH BENEFIT. HOSPITAL .PLAN
Pays· A Cash Benefit When You .A.re Hospitalized
.For Any Covered Accident Or Sickness
Pays A Cash Benefit Regardless .Of Any Other
Insurance You May Have

11

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ANSWERED THAT TELL YOU HOW STANDARD LIFE'S CASH
BENEFIT HOSPITAL PLAN GIVES THE PROTECTION YOU AND YOUR FAMILY NEED

1. HOW LONG WILL I BE PROTECTED?

You will be paid the daily benefit you select
when you are hospitalized, for as long as 365
days for any covered sickness or accident.
2. WHEN DO BENEFITS BEGIN?

Benefits begin immediately when confinement
is due to accident and with the fourth day of
confinement due to sickness.
3. WHEN DOES THE COVERAGE
BECOME EFFECTIVE?

Accidents are covered from issue date..
Sickness which first -manifests .itself more than
14 days after issue date is covered.

In order to provide this coverage at a more reasonable premium, sickness resulting in surgery,
cancer, tuberculosis, heart disease, appendicitis,
hernia, ·gall bladder, kidneys, and diseases affecting or involving the female generative organs
are not covered until the policy has been in
force for six months. ·
Conditions that existed prior to the effective
date are not covered for the first two years.
.
8. WHAT IS NOT COVERED BY THE
POLICY?

The policy does not cover war or any act of war;
intentional ly self-inflicted injuries; mental conditions or disorders; dental work; cosmetic surgery; pregnancy; venereal disease or syphilis; use
of intoxicants and narcotics; or confinement in
a government hospital. ·

4. WHAT IF I AM OVER 65?

9. HOW WILL I PAY THE PREMIUMS
AFTER THE FIRST MONTH?

Even if you are over 65, this plan pays you cash
benefits to spend as you wish or you may assign
t hem to the hospital or your doctor.. Benefits are
paid regardless of Medicare or any other insurance you may have.
·

Within 30 days after you receive your
will send you a premium notice. You
pay one, three, six or twelve months
as you wish. However, you will save
you pay other than monthly.

5. IS YOUR COMPANY LICENSED IN
MY STATE?

A Claim Form is sent with your policy.
When illness or accident ·strike, you simply have
your doctor fill out this Claim Form and return it,
along with the hospital Report and bill to show
the days spent in the hospital.
Your Cash Benfit Check is sent direct to you
(unless assignment is made) immediately upon
approval of your c laim.

YES; Standard Life arid Accident is licensed,
and conforms to all state Jaws, with many years
of faithfu l servi.ce to policyholders.
6. HOW DOES THE MONEY-BACK
GUARANTEE WORK?

Examine the policy in the privacy of your home,
show it to your doctor, friends or attorney. If not
satisfied, return in 10 day~ for a fu ll refund.
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7. ARE THERE ANY CONDITIONS NOT
COVERED RIGHT AWAY?

policy, we
may then
premiums
money if

10. HOW DO I FILE A CLAIM?

11. HOW DO I JOIN THIS PROGRAM?

Just complete the aP.plication form on the opposite page, and ma1l it with the First Month's
Premium.
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, TO GIVE YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXAMINE THE POLICY we will extend coverage to your entire family,
i providing they are eligible, for the First Month's Premium shown in the premium schedule. Even then after you
[ receive your policy if you are not 100% satisfied you may return it within ten days and get your money back.
Of course, we hope you will decide to keep it. Your renewal premium beginning with the second month
will be based on the age of each covered family member as shown in the premium schedule.

1

I

YOU HAVE A CHOICE
OF TWO PLANS

8.57 A DAY OR $14.28 A DAY FOR
OSPITAL CONFINEMENT DUE TO
PVERED .SICKNESS OR ACCIDENT,
~YABLE FOR AS LONG AS 365 DAYS.
~ILDREN'S BENEFIT IS 50% OF ADULT
~NEFIT.

COMPLETE AND MAIL YOUR APPLICATION TODAY. THE FAMILY
PREMIUM WILL COVER ALL ELIGIBLE MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY
FOR THE FIRST MONTH.

-

APPLICATION FOR CASH BENEFIT.HOSPITAL PLAN
Application To Standard Life and Accident Insurance Company
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73193
Gentlemen: I am enclosing $1.00 i'n payment for one month's insurance for your
Hospital Income Plan (Form 915). Check one: 0 $28.57 a day 0 $14.28 a day
My name is

~CIDENT BENEFITS BEGIN WITH THE

RST DAY, SICKNESS BENEFITS WITH
~E FOURTH DAY OF CONFINEMENT.

\

City

the option of the Company only, and
emiums may besubject to change.
ese benefits are provided by Standard's
mily Hospital Income Policy form 915.

Zip

State

Date of Birth: Mo.

~NEWABILITY: This policy is renewable

.

Street or RFD No

Day

Age

Year

I also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my
family listed below:
DATE OF BIRTH
MO. DAY YEAR

FULL NAME (Please Print)

AGE

1.
2.

PREMIUM SCHEDULE
First Month's Premium For All
Eligible Members Of Your Family
Is $1.00.
Monthly Premium For Each
Covered Family Member After The
First Month Is Shown Below
BENEFIT
$14.28
AGE
$28.57
A DAY
A DAY
18-49
50-65
66-74

6.00
8.00
10.00

3.00
4.00
5.00

75-90

15.00

7.50

Children
0-17

1.70

.85

remiums are not increased due to adanci ng age after policy issue.

3.
4.
5.
List additional names on separate sheet and enclose with this app lica ion blank.
To the best of your knowledge and belief, have you or any person listed above ever
had high or low blood pressure, heart trouble, diabetes, cancer, arthritis, or tuberculosis or have you or they, within the last five years, been disabled by either accident
or illness, had medical advice or treatment, taken prescribed medication for any ccindition, or been advised to have a surgical operation?
Yes 0
No 0
If so, give details stating persons affected, cause, date, name and address of attend·
ing physician and whether ful_ly recovered.

I understand that any injury or sickness suffered before the effective date of the
policy will be covered after two years unless specifica lly excluded.
Date
XMA

Signature
ARB7

- - - ------- -------

B-2317

--------- ----

Mail your check or money order to:

STANDARD LIFE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73193

This offer is available only
to residents of Arkansas
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IMPORTANT- Please Answer Every Question
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Billy Graham - a look· at the man in his prime
By j ack U. Harwell
Editor, THE CHR ISTIAN INDEX

Billy Graham is far more fascinating on
the personal side than he is o n hi s public
sid e.
And hi s public li fe is one of the most
exciting in the world.
The world-renowned
Baptist
evange li st was in Atlanta for a one-week
cru sade in Atlanta Stad ium. He came to
Atlanta from Korea where he had
expe ri enced probably the greatest
single cru sade in hi s 25-xear eva nge li st ic
ca reer.
He drew ove r a half- million people to
ni ghtly se rvi ces in Korea, and spoke to
more than one-million people crowd in g
a milelong airfi eld in the closing service.
It may have been the largest crowd ever
to gat her in one place to hear the
Christ ian gospel.
In At lanta, Dr. Graham spoke to an
ave rage of over 38,000 people every
ni ght, with almost 10,000 persons
makin g public decisions for jesus Christ.
Dr. Graham told hi s Atlanta followers
that th e nex t six month s are th e busiest
of hi s entire career. In th e last half of the
year he has crusades in Minneapolis, St.
Louis,
Raleigh-burham
and ot her
places.
The world's most famous Sout hern
Baptist preac her seems to be- at age 54
-at the peak of an unparallelled career
as a preacher.
I wanted to know how he handl ed all
the publicity, ad ul at ion ·and nea rworship whi ch he draws 24 hours per
day, everyw here h e goes.
So I asked him .
" I never even think abo ut ad ul at io n,
praise or publicity," he sa id in what
appeared to be utter sincerity. "Early in
my career I ad mit that I had a problem of
pride and vanity. I did enjoy the travel,
the publicity, the friendships with world
leade rs, etc.
"But, the Lord has a way of dealing
with sinful pride. And he dealt with me.
He made me study His Word more. He
afflicted m e with a whole series of rare
illnesses. He surround ed me with
invalu abl e associates who k ee p
knocking my ego back down to eart h.
And he gave a back-breaking sched ul e
which keeps me so eternally busy that I
honestly don't have time to think about
the peripheral activities related to my
main ministry."
I saw a brief exa mpl e of what he
mea nt as we were playing go lf at a small
public course near the Atlanta airport.
Two men were plowing a co rn fi eld
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adjacent to the go lf co urse, the plow
being an anc ient o ne pulled by a mule.
We stood on the tee a long time and
watched those two men behind that
mule. Grady Wilson, Bi ll y Graham's
li fe long fr iend and teammate, turned to
Dr. Graham, stuck his fin ger in his face
and sa id, "B ill y, that's where you came
from. And don't you forget it."
Dr. Graham told us that he never plays
go lf at a private co untry club during o ne
of hi s cru sades.
"Ea rly in my mini st ry I was acc used of
mixing with the rich folks at excl usive
places, and not bein g avai lab le to the
average man," he said. "So I always play
at a public course if I get to play at all
during a crusade."
A lways a Southern Baptist and proud
of that label, Dr. Graham wanted to
know every detail o f w hat took place at
the Southern Baptist Conve ntion 's
m eet in g in Portland .
" I dea rly love my co nventi o n, " he
sa id . "I want to go to the co nv en tion
eve ry year if at all possible. But I had to
miss . Portland because of the Korean
crusade. The fellowship with my own
denominational brothers is precious and
necessary for me."
Dr. Graham went to offices of the
Atlanta journal-Constitution the day
after hi s cru sade ended, to personally
th ank the ed itors and reporters for their
new s coverage.
"I wound up stay in g there three
hours," he told m e. " I shook hand s with
eve ry person in the entire building typesetters, pressmen, floor-sweepers,
eve rybody . It was a great personal joy to
me to meet so many down-to-earth
people."
requested
Dr.
Graham
a l so
"permission" to visit offices of the
Georgia Baptist Convent ion and the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board in
Atlanta.
He went to eac h pl ace expecting to
stay 30 minutes and staye d more than
one hour at eac h.
During a private "coffee break" he
shared with
news reporters,
Dr.
Graham's moth er came by to say
goodbye as she returned for her hol}l e
in Charlotte.
Dr. Graham jumped up to hu g her,
kis s her and introdu ce her to eve ry
reporter there. The pride and
tenderness he spo ntaneo usly lav ished
on his 80-year -o ld mother visibly

touched every one of those hard-bitten
newshounds.
I asked Bi ll y about the many offers he
has had from Hollywood, the White
House, and other places to make
movies, be a news commentator, be an
-Ambassador, or do other things that
wou ld make him a wealthy man.
"Yes, I have had many such offers," he
sa id with clear modesty. "But my answer
has been the same in every case. God
ca ll ed me to preach the redeeming
gospe l of Jesus Chri st and until t hat ca ll
is revoked I can do nothing else."
He added: "I wou ld rather be a
preacher of the Christian gospe l t han be
the President of the United States or the
king of any country."
Dr. Graham said that one of the most
meaningful moments in his own life
had come once in the White House
when he met black baseball star Hank
Aaro n in th e prese nce of President
Richard M. N ixo n.
" I was sta rtl ed when Hank shook the
President''s hand, t h en grabbed me
around the neck, kissed me on the
cheek and said he wou ld rather meet me
t han the President," Dr. Graham said. " I
was embarrassed,
but so deeply
flattered. Hank and I have been close
friends ever since."
Throughout his 10 days in At lanta,
newsmen repeatedly asked Dr. Gra ham
abo ut hi s relationship to Mr. Nixon and
abo ut the Watergate sca ndal.
Dr. Graham consiste ntly replied: "I
am not a political adv isor to the
President. I am always ava il ab le for any
moral or sp iri tua l counsel ! might give.
"I ta lk ed to Mr. Nixon by phone last
week, but it was on ly about our crusade
in Korea.
" I did send him a letter, a pastora l type
letter, assur in g him of my prayers and
suggest in g some Bibl e verses he might
read- verses of comfort, by the way."
Personal security is always a problem
for peop le in the public spot li ght suc h as
Dr. Gra ham. Plain clothes policemen
were all over Atlanta Stadi um
throughout his crusade.
One
high-powered
rifle with
telescopic sights was confiscated, as was
a pisto l whose owner had claimed, "this
is the gun t hat w ill kill Billy Graham."
Dr. Gra ham also vo lun teered another
insight related to hi s personal
philosophy.
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"There m ight even be a day when 1
will d o no thing but television and rad io
preachin g. I am not sure about that, b ut
it's possib le."
Dr. G rah am conced ed that he h as
standing invitatio ns fro m around t h e
w o rl d to preach cru sades, invitati o ns
w hic h cou ld keep him b usy every week
for the rest o f his life.
" God has blessed me far beyo n d
anythin g I could ever dream ," he sa id.
" If I had my persona l cho ice, I wou ld be
a pastor o f a sm all church in th e
mo untains, serving my. own little
congregati o n as best I kn o w how.
"B ut, God keeps opening th e doors
aro und t he w orl d and He keeps tellin g
me to go throu gh those doo rs with H is
word. Unt il He changes His mandate to
me and my asso ciates, th at li ttle church
in th e m o untains will just have to wait."

Churches asked to aid
in refuge resettlement
ATLA NTA (BP) - A n em erge ncy need
ex ists fo r chu rches to aid in resettl emen t
of refu gees from Uga nda, th e director of
immigrati o n and refugee servi ce fo r th e
South ern Bapti st H o me Mission Boa rd
d ecl ared here.

L. D . W ood, associate director o f th e
language missio ns d epartment o f th e
SBC Home Missio n Boa rd here, sa id
three famili es w ho are refu gees fro m
U ga n da n ow wa it in Spa in fo r
immi grati o n to t h e United States.

I
Billy G raham enjoys a surp1 ;~e birthday p art y given by his staff. Sharing th e
m errim ent o f th e occas io n ar e his m o th er an d his w ife. (BP) Pho t o by Russ Busb y

He sa id: " I pray I will neve r emba rrass
m y j esus no r m y professio n by
entanglements w it h w omen. I have th e
b est w ife God ever m ad e, f ive lovely
chil d ren and six grandchil dre n.
"This is w hy you never- and I repeat
n ever - see me in pub lic anywhere
w ith o ut o ne of m y associates besid e me.
No one sho uld ever be able to accuse
m e of in d iscreti o n or in f id eli ty in any
form o r fashi on."
I w o nd ered how lo n g a 54-yea r-old
preacher could go o n living un de r t his
kind o f p ressure.
"\1\iell, j ack, a preacher of t he gospel
ca n never reti re," D r. Gra ham replied. " I
will never stop preach ing. But I am 54
yea rs old .
" I get wea ry. I have to rest more no w .
I stayed in bed from 2-5 every aftern oon
du rin g my A tl anta cru sade, co nservin g
my strengt h for th e ni ght services .
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" Tho u gh I will never retire, I ex pect to
make a shift o f gea rs to w ard a slightly
d iffe rent directi o n very soo n.
"After thi s busy yea r o f 1973, th e
b usiest o f m y ca reer, I am going to take
so m e tim e to evalu ate thin gs,and make
some changes.
" I k now w e will mo ve aw ay from big
stadium cru sa d es such as w e had in
Ko rea and Birmin gham and Atl anta. W e
will co ncentrate o n indoor areas, seatin g
15,000 or 20,000 p eopl e.

" It takes about one-fifth th e energy
and stamina to ho ld an indoor meetin g
as it d oes to condu ct a stad ium cru sad e.
" W e w ill also m o ve more and more
towa rd a televi sion mi nistry as our maj or
veh icle fo r t he go spel. Televi sio n is th e
best tool no w avail able to C hrist ians for
spreadin g th e gospel. I ca n reach
millio ns at on e time, aro und th e world,
t hrough televi sio n.

South ern Baptists have p ro mised to
serve as sponso rs fo r th e fam ili es, and
W oo d sa id h e needs t o h ea r
immedi ately fro m church es willin g to
act as spo nso rs.
He said th e famili es ca nno t enter the
United States un t il th ey h ave assurance
of spo nso rship, jobs and ho usin g.
Th e denom inati o n already has placed
three famili es in New Yo rk, A tl anta, and
Spartenburg, S.C.
Th e refu gees are natives o f Ind ia w ho
were fo rced o ut o f Uga nda wh en a new
governm ent un de r M aj . Gen. ldi A min
mo ved to m ake U ga nda all bl ack.
A ll As ian and Briti sh residents w ere
fo rced to leave, and th e governm ent
confiscat ed th eir busin ess, property,
bank accounts, auto mobil es, and new
cloth es.
Th e famili es leave w ith o ne suitcase
each. The United States is allowing a
th o usand to enter th e co unt ry .
W ood sa id chu rches sho ul d contact
him at 1350 Sprin g Street N .W ., A tl anta,
Ga., 30309 o r ca ll 404-873-4041. He also
wants to estab lish a w aiting list o f
church es willin g t o mini ster to such
need s.
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VBS Reports
July 2-)uly 9
Name of Church
Be nto n, Ca lva ry
Camden, Ca lvary
Da rdane ll e, New Hope

Fort Smith , Calva ry
r a rrest City, Seco nd

Garfield, First
Gi llham
Gree nwood, Je nny lind First

Ha mburg, Ma'rtlnvi llc
Hardy, New Hope #2
Ha rri sburg, Pl easant Grove

He le na, First
Hi gginson
Huntington
jaspe r, First
Judsonia, Midway
Judsonia, Rocky Point

little Rock, Archvicw
Little Rock, Hebro n
liulc Rock, Holly Spr ings

little Rock, Roseda le
Uule Rock, Sunset lane
little Rock, Woodlawn
Magno lia, Cent ral
M c na, Dall as Avenue
M o ra

Pa ragould, Clark's Chape l
Pencil Bluff, First

Pine Bluff, Hard in
Quitman, Pal estine

Sa lado
Springdale, Ca udl e Avenue
Summitt

Texa rkana , Hickory Street
Timbo, Ca lvary
Vio la
Waldron, De nt o n
West Helena

Average
Profess ions
0( Faith
Enrollment Attendance
2
108
134
170
143
3
57
0
69
91
s
125
114
69
0
40
17
53
67
6
116
11
151
50
65
0
29
0
22
69
7
85
178
234
0
105
123
0
57
69
3
74
4
78
30
51
0
71
76
1
222
164
28
179
150
0
48
57
0
132
0
215
201
2
66
86
1
298
253
0
103
92
1
118
114
2
62
45
3
51
45
0
143
130
0
51
44
1
35
33
0
93
81
0
33
28
8
155
40
0
63
1
so
53
47
0
58
44
0
165
146
0

A brilliant
American doctor's
sp iritual , surgical and
·
diplomatic adventure .. .
the bloody birth
of a new nation.

DAKTAR
Diplomat in
Bangladesh
Illustrated

$5.95

11m

mooby PRESS
THE NAME VOU CAN

T~UST

4418 Sou th University • Lin1e Rock, AR 72204 • (501) 568· 11 30

Do People Bring You Their Problert:ls?
Do You Have Answers?
In this modern "pressuri zed " soc iety
problems are abundant. Probl ems of dai ly
living and the more serious problems of
alcoho l, drugs, delinqu ency, and broken
hom es , are some areas t hat nee d the
Chri st ian touch of lov e. Become a "problem so lv er" with th e aid of th ese books
from Broadman.

GAMES HUSBANDS AND WIV ES PLAY
by John W. Drakeford
A look at some of th e common problems
marri ed couples face . This volum e sheds
humorous light on some see mingly seri ou s marital problem s. (Broadman ) $2-95
THE WORD OF THE LORD
by John R. Bisagno
This ed ition prese nts Bibl e-based answers
to some realistic questions about the
quality and practice of the Chri stian life.
(Broadmari)
$4.95
THE LIFE GIVERS
by W. 0. Thomason
Helping peopl e to reach their full poten tial is the basis of "life giving." Th is
volum e demonstrates this vi ta l principle.
(Broad man)
$3_50
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WHEN TROUBLE COMES
compiled by John Ishee
This volume helps th e reader gain insight
and information for dea ling with mental
illn ess , juvenil e delinquency, economic
cri sis, and other ser iou s problem s that
peopl e face today . (Broad man)
$1.50
COUNSELING FOR CHURCH LEADERS
by John W. Drakeford
The nonprofess ional person in the church
must often serve as a counse lor. This
book provides guidelines for effecci ve
$3.50
couns eling. (Broadman)
CHILDREN AND CONVERSION
edited by Clifford Ingle
This edition giv es bib li ca l, theological,
and pract ica l cons id erat ions for pastors
and church lead ers concer ning children
an d conversion . (Broadman )
$4 .50
Becom e a "prob!em so lving" Chri st ian
today with the h elp of these and many
other counseling books from your

p

APTIST
BOOK
STORE
'
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An-owner's rights and responsibilities
By Homer W. Shirley jr., Pastor
First Church, Crossett
Th e story is told of
a boy sta ndin g o ut sid e a store window
"Vith hi s nose
pressed aga in st the
g l ass · l ooking at
some delicious apples. The owner approached the boy
and asked, "Are you
trying to stea l my
apples?" The boy
Shirley
repli ed, " No, I am
trying not to." This story impli es that
the owne r and the boy were both acquainted w ith the commandment,
"T hou sha lt not stea l" (Ex. 20:15.)
Respect for -property rights
(Ex. 20:15)
This commandment protects the
ri ght of ownership of property. It is
not simpl y an emp hasis on property itse lf but property as related to the owner. Property value is derived from ownership and use. When one stea ls property from anot her he is taking more
th an the object itse lf. He is taking away
th e potential which that object has for
the owner. Thus he sin s aga inst his fellow man and aga inst God who gave hi·m
the right of owne rsh ip.
Along with the right of ownership
goes responsib ility. When God created
the ea rth he gave to man the stewardsh ip of its care and use (Gen. 2:28.) Each
individu al ca nn ot have dominion over
the ent ire ea rth . . Eac h ha s a stewardship co mmitted to him by God acco rd in g to hi s ab ility. Wh at God has entrusted to eac h person will be req uired
for account in g. God has giv.en to man a
freedom of cho ice in exerc isi ng steward ship of property. Stea lin g robs the
person of that cho ice wh ich is his. It
also interferes with the plan of God
for the use of property entrusted to
persons.
Such a view of property rights shou ld
heighten the co ncepts of . ownership.
It should call forth the very best in man
as a responsible stewa rd. The widow ·
spo ken of in Mark 12:41-44 is· a great
exa mpl e .o f respo nsibl e stewards hip.
She knew that what she had was not
rea ll y hers. It belonged to God. Out
of love and gratitude to God for his
gift to her she gave it back to him.
A lt houg h th is commandment has
primary reference to stea lin g from a
fellow human be in g, it m ight be given
broader appli cat ion. To refuse to discharge responsible ste w ard ship is a
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form of stea lin g. This fTlay take the form
of failure to ack now ledge God's owner~hip. It may be the refusa l to make
proper use of property. It cou ld be
failur.e to pay the t ithe and give an offering (Mal. 3:8.) Whatever the case may
be the commandment still says, "Thou ·
shalt not stea l" (Ex. 20:15.) .
Responsibility for business practices
(Amos 8:4-6)
One method of vio lating the commandment aga in st stea lin g is corrupt
business practices. Amos was confronted with suc h in hi s day. The often
repeated words, "The more they _have
the more they want" is too often true .
Greed is a universal sin. Money talks
to many. The only power some seem
to understand is money power. The
crave for money ·or the th ings money
can buy breeds all sorts of corruption.
Stealing is nqt limited to taking an
obj ect when the owner's back isturned.
It inclu des dece itful b usin ess pract-ices
th at take adva ntage of ot hers . Misrepresent in g the truth eith er by o utri ght
li.es or by sil ence is to stea l. For o ne
to remain sil ent and all ow anot her to
believe a falsehood for hi s own persona l ga in is to be gu il ty of stea lin g. A
prime examp le of this is the case of
Ahab, King of Israel (I Kin gs 21:1-19.)
When he cou ld not buy the property
of Naboth he sat si lent ly by while his
w ife ] ezebe l took it. She forged the
name of A hab to letters setting forth
false charges against Naboth and t he
plot to kill him . When the plot was executed and 1:-laboth was dead Ahab went
forth to possess the vineyard of Naboth.
God sent Elijah to meet Ahab and ask
him, "Hast thou ki ll ed, and also taken
possession?" A hab was held responsible
because he was aware of what had taken
place but had remained si lent. He had
sto len Naboth's vin eyard.
The rich business men of Israel were
stea lin g through various corrupt practices. They took adva ntage of t he severe .
circu mstances of the poor. Their greed
was so intense they longed for t he feast
days and sabbat h to pass so t hey cou ld
pursue their deceitful .trading . This they
did by giv in g a short measu're or a false
ba lance. The ep hah was a basket used
for dry me<)sure. Its capacity was about
3/5 bushe l. The shekel used during the
Old Testament period was a we ight used
in weighing on the ba lance sca les .
The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for
Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted
by the International Council of Religious Education.
Used by permission.
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Exodus 20: 15
Amos 8:4-6
Luke 19:1-10
Through sh o rt measure and a dece itful
balance t he poor were cheated . Such
practices . are in violation of the commandment "Thou sha lt not stea l."
The reference to "buying the poor
for si lver, and the needy for a pair of
shoes," probably has reference to
bribery in the courts. When the poor
had been so exploited through deceitfu l
bus iness practices that he coul'd not
pay his debts he cou ld then be co n tro ll ed by the rich. He mi ght se ll him se lf to the rich or he mi ght be hand ed
over to a cred itor by a judge for his
inability to pay even for a pair of shoes
which represented the very sma ll est
debt.
Our day is no exc;:eption to corrupt
business practices. The violations of
this commandment take many forms.
Robbery at gunpo in t, shopliftin g, false
advertising, forgery, padded expe nse
accounts, the sa le of faulty merchandise,
rolling miles off the odometer of an
automobi le and loafin g on th e job are
o nly a few exa mpl es of stea lin g in our
day.
'
Such wickedness will sure ly be judged
by the Lord . The Lord spoke his judgment upon Israe l throug h Amos. Surely
people today cannot escape hi s judgment for such guilt.
Re-storation of stolen property
(Luke 19:1-10)
When a person becomes a Christian
he may have some restoration to mak e.
This was the case with Zacchaeus. He
was a tax co ll ector. He had purchased
the right to co ll ect taxes for the Roman
gover nm ent. The co ll ecto rs often collected more taxes tha n required by law
and kept t he excess for their own persona l use. The system made the practice
easy.
·
.
Zacc haeus became convicted of hi s
sins and sought to make co rrection . In
conversat ion w ith Jes us he promi sed to
give half of hi s possessions to the poor
and restore fourfold any amount he
had taken falsely (v8.). Beca use of th e
repentant att itud e of Zacchaeus, he
became the recipi ent of sa lvat ion.
When Jes us beco mes Lord things
take on a different perspective. Wh en
rightly related to God· one ·will want
to right any wrong he has done others
where possible. When Jesus saves, he
saves us comp lete ly. This includes sa lvation from the power of thin gs over
our lives. He gives a proper view of
the ri ghts and responsibilities of owners hip of property .
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SundqSchoolleuon~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Micaiah.: Peril of false security

Life and Work
July 22,1973
I Kings 22:1-3, 6

By C. W Brockwell

16-17,28-29,34-35

Calvary Church, NLR

It was the bottom
of the ninth, with
two out and the
tying run on secon'd
base. The counl was
down to 3 balls and
2 strikes when the
.
batter hit a sinking
drive to short left
field just over the
head of the third
baseman. As the
Btockwe/1
runner approached
third base he ' saw the third base coach
signal him home, thinking he could
beat the throw from left field. However, such was not to be for the left
fielder threw a perfect strike to the
plate. The runner was out and the game
was over. The pitcher was credited with
a win, the left fielder became the hero
but everyone knew the third base coach
had lost the game. False security.
A man was in critical condition in the
hospital because of a heart ailment
The family was ca lled in. For days his
life hung in the balance. Then suddenly
he rallied and improved so much that
the family left. The doctor assured them
everything was going to be alright That
night he died. False security.
The idea of false security is well illustrated by the television commercials
depicting a certain well known ant and
roach killer. An attractive front or
scheme is devised to lure the insects
into thinking all is welL Then when
escape is impossible, the trap is closed
and all perish.
A lot of people have gone through
the ice trying to pond skate during the
· first freeze of winter. That which looks
strong often turns out to be just the
opposite. But how do you know? What
tests can be applied to determine
whether an idea or a course of action
can be depended on?
Keep in mind as you study this lesson
the prophecy of God by Elijah against
Ahab in Naboth's vineyard as recorded
in I Kings 21:19. "Isn't killing Naboth
bad enough ? Must you rob him too?.
Because you have done this, dogs sha ll
lick your blood outside the city just as
they licked the blood of Naboth" (Living

wrath . False security.

What you see ·is not what you get
The truth was a beautiful gallows
began to be erected for Ahab's execution and Ahab fe ll for the whole th ing.
First of all, there was peace for -three
years between Syria and IsraeL But this
peace was purchased by the release of
Israel's enemy, Benhadad, King of Syria
following Benhadad's defeat. It was a
foolish mistake Ahab would soon regret ·
The second stage of fals~ secu rity
developed when Ahab asked his vassal
and guest Jehoshaphat to help him recover Ramoth-gilead. Naturally Jehoshaphat agreed but on seco nd
thought suggested they consult God
first No problem there for Ahab had
400 prophets in the wings just waiting
to sanct ion anything Ahab wanted. So
well did they know Ahab and so slightly
did they know the Lord that they quickly encouraged Ahab to go for God
would be with him. Now )ehoshaphat
knew a bunch of "yes- men" when he
saw them and pressed for a real prophet
of the Lord . Micaiah's name came up
but Ahab warned )ehoshaphat that no
good word would come from him. "He
always has something gloomy to say."
The peril of false security is often fou nd
in one's unwillingness to listen to the
opposite viewpoint. Someone will always "see it your way" but only a few
tell the truth. Ahab saw and heard what
he wanted to see and hear from his
men but it was not what he ended up
getting.
·

But Micaiah had not yet told him what
he really thoug ht
"I saw the Lord sittin g on his throne,
and the armies of heaven stood around
him.
"Then the Lord said, 'Who wil l entice
Ahab to go and die at Ramoth-gilead?'
"Various suggestions were made,
until one angel appro.ached the Lord
and said, 'I'll do it!'
"'How?' the Lord asked.
"And he replied, ' I will go as a lying
spirit in t he mouths of all hi s
prophets.' " (Living Bible)
Right about then Zedekiah walked
over to Micaiah and popped hi m right
in the kisser. lting Ahab swelled up
with rage and ordered Micaiah arrested
and thrown in jail on a bread and water
diet until he returned. The next time
someone urges you to say what you
really think, watch out for they just
might " bust" you one for saying it!
The peril of false -security is such that
we will "shut up our consciences in a
dungeon·, and put a gag in their mouths,
and a muffler over the gag, that we may
hear them say no word, because we
know that what we are doing .. . is
wrong" (Alexander Maclaren.)

It's all over - the king is dead

Ahab and )ehoshaphat went into
battle anyway for Ahab thought he
could outsmart God by disguising himself as a commo n so ldier. Bu t a chance
shot of a bowman of Syria struck Ahab
and he bled to death in his chariot at
the end of the day. Even as he was dying
How cold facts affect hot heads
he tried to cheat the Lord's prophecy
Micaiah's summons and entrance set
concerning him by urging his driver
off a dramatic scene. Now that the 400
to pull out of the battle but to no avaiL
prophets were committed to the ir
Instead he was propped up and bled to
prophecy, they went all out to impress
death just as the Lord said he would.
Ahab with its truth. Zedekiah acted
Ahab's fafse security finally buck led.
out his declarations so they would be
No one was as sold out to the Devil
well remembered. Micaiah was in as Ahab was so he could never see the
structed to go along with the group
truth about the false prophets. Having · I
decision. At first he did in a rather sarno fundamental convictions of his own,
j
castic way, emphasizing the shallow- · he could on ly live off those of his asso- \
ness of the false prophet's sayings. But
ciates. It is the worst possible fa lse seAhab knew better and urged him to say
curity one could have.
.
what he really thought. Micaiah then
Three
things
are
needed
to overcome
revealed his vision of Israel scattered .
the
peril
of
fa
lse
security.
Bible)!
·
without a leader. Ahab quickly turned
1. Deep and definite convictions.
. At first Ahab was greatly . humbled. to )ehosphaphat and said "See, didn't
2. Ability to discern between true
So much so that God decided to delay I tell you this would happen? He never
and false convictions:
some of the dreadful punishment com- . tells me anything good. It's always bad."
3. Courage to meet life with those
ing to him. Ahab mistook this delay as
softness on God's part and soon re- This lesson tre;atment is based on the Life and Work convictions.
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright
Micaiah had them aiL Thank God for 1
turned to his old ways. Ahab thought by The Sunday School Board of the Southern B;aptist
he was safe from the hand of God's Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission. his example!
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Attendance report

Asmile or two

Ylcp..

Through the Cooperative Program

Clean used c hurch buses

J & M Motors
Hwy. 65, South
Co nway, Ark.
329-6634 or'329-5 135

Li tt le W illi e had ju st been vaccina ted ,
and th e docto r st arte d to put a band age
ove r t he vacc in at io n spot . W illi e
o bj ected - he w anted th e band age o n
t he ot her arm instead. "W hy, W illi e,"
sa id t he docto r, " th e ba ndage shou ld be
p ut o n th e sore arm so th e boys at sc hoo l
w on' t hi t it."
. " Pu t it o n th e o th er arm, Doc," Willi e
answe red. " Yo u d o n't kn ow th ose
guys."

* * *
A good reaso n fo r not b urnin g brid ges
be hind us is t hat it po llutes t he wa t er.

* * *
Sun dial : A n o ld t im er.

* * *
FIBERGLASS
• STEE PLES e CROSSES
e STAI NED FI BERGLASS WI NDOWS
e LI GHTED SI GNS
e BAPTI STR IES

Th e sho rtest di stance b et wee n two
po ints is usuall y und e r co nstru cti o n .

* * *
Th e own er o f a b ig co mpany o ffered
$25 fo r empl oyees' m o ney -sa vin g ideas.
First prize we nt to a m an w ho suggested
t he am ou nt be cut to $10.
Reprint ed fr o m Q u ote m agaz in e

* * *
Th e r.e are th ose h ardy m en w ho l.oad
up t heir ca rs w it h assortm ent o f ca mpin g
mate ri al rangin g f ro m po ts, pans and
potatoes to th eir individu al wi ves,
chil d re n, dogs, and so forth . Th en, th ey
go forth in sea rch o f so m e place w here
th ey ca n get away fr o m it all.
Wh e n the y fin all y f ind th e pl ace, t hey
refe r to it as vacat io n and return to w o rk
glad to be back.
No wo nde r.

* * *

P lace Your Order With s
Please come by and see
samples on display
COX PLANING MILL
and LUMBER CO.
Ph one LV 8-2239 or LY 8-2230
PIGGO TT, AR K.

A de nti st in a sm all to wn had tro ubl e
o btaini ng pay m e nt o n an o ve rdu e
acco unt. A fte r thinkin g d eeply abo ut
t he m atte r; he dec id ed to writ e th e
pa ti e nt as fo ll ow s:
" Dear M adam : Unl ess th e d ent ure I
m ad e fo r yo u is paid fo r with o ut d elay, I
shall be o bli ged to in se rt t he fo ll owin g
adve r t ise m e nt in th e n ew sp aper:
'Excell ent set of teeth fo r sa le. They ca n
be see n at any tim e at Mrs. Ba rtl ett' s, 129
Pin etr ee Ro ad .'"
Th e de nti st go t hi s m o ney th e next
m o rnin g.

$500,000 of 7112°/o Compound Interest
. First Mortgage Bonds
on
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church
5615 Geyer Springs Rd.
Little Rock, Arkansas
denomin ati ons of $250-$500-$ 1,000- 1- 15 years m aturity

For information contact 501/565-3474
Offerin g is made by prospectu s onl y.
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Churcb
Alexa nd er, First
Alicia
Al ma, First
Alpe n a

July 8, 1973
Sunday
School
66
31
306
91

Beirn e, Fi rst

Bentonville, First

Berryville
Fi rst
Rock Spr ings
Blyt hev ill e, Gosne ll
Booneville, First
Cam d e n, Fi rst
Che rokee Vill age M iss io n
Co nway, Second

49

Church
Training

Ch.
Addns.

35
33
84
34
23

232
156
102
163
220
364
89
304

48
59
95
198
43
28
108

4S4
163
342
155
31

147
120
201
64
16

758
19
164
138
154
79
29S
128

290

270
6S
276

108
46
55

166
386

99
111

243
64
347
210
172

160
70

339
266

62

489
259

168
97
31
123
75

C rossett

First

Mag nolia
Mt.Oiive
Des Arc, Fi rst

ElDo rado, Ca ledonia
Ft. Smith
Gra nd Aven ue
M iss io n
Have n He ig hts
Te m ple
Trini ty
Gra ndview
Gree nwoo d , First
Ha m pton, First
Harri son
Eag le He ig h ts
Wood land He ig h ts
He le na, f irst
Hope
Ca lva ry
First
Ho t Spr ings
Gra ndAvenue
l eona rd Street
Pa rk Place
Piney
Hug hes, First
Jacksonv ill e
first
Mars hall Road
Jo nesboro
Ce nt ra l
Ne ttl e ton
la ke Vill age, Pa rkway
lavaca, First
Lex a

l ittl e Roc k
Crysta l Hill
Geyer Spr in gs
Ma rtin da le
Mag no li a, Ce ntra l
Me lbou rn e, Belview
Mo ntice ll o, Second
No rth little Rock
Ba rin g Cross
Calva ry
Grave l Rid ge
l evy
Pa rk Hill
Pa rago ul d
East Side
First
Pa ri s, First
Pin e Blu ff
Cente nn ia l
East Side
First
Green Meadows
Seco nd
.
Sou th Side
Roge rs, First
Ro land, Natura l Steps
Russell vill e
Fi rst
Secon d
Sadd le
Springda le
Be rry St reet
Ca ud le Ave m1 e
El m da le
First
·oak G rove
Va n Bu re n, First
M issio n
Va nde rvoo rt, First
Vim y Ri dge, Im ma nu e l
Wa rre n
Imm a nu e l
Westside
West He le na
Seco nd
West He le na Churc h
W. Memp hi s, Vanderbi lt Ave.
Wooster

so
250
144
144
667
98
550
140
204
516
372
184
402
657

63
54
55
60
76

so

122
83
52

92

65
53
182
67
55
134

132
83
66
92
100
125
60

155

57
11 3
11 3
26
74
163
119
52

192

452
169
84

87
104
341
842
74
472

5
1

206

207
482
338

645
59
166
689
460
94

14

54
46
54
44
69
10

23
165

33

so
56

38

246
56

61
41

200
243
97
116

91
73
56
64
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Southern Baptist datelines
Cuban churches thrive
despite persecution
FT. WORTH (BP) - Food is rationed in
Cuba . Freedom is a memory. But
Christianity is stronger than ever.
"Before Castro, th e Southern Baptist .
Home Mission Board supported th e
church work in Cuba," says Bibiano
Molina, who for more th an 50 years was
a Baptist pastor in his country.
"Then Castro stopped that. He
w o uldn' t let Americans send any more
money to the churches in Cuba. Wh en
this happened, the ministries and the lay
people reacted
by supportin g
themselves. They have assumed t he
whole financial responsibility.
"Church members are st ron ger in
their faith, and the churches are self
supporting, but the situation remains
serious," Molina said in an in tervi ew.
"Th ey are barely keeping th e sta ndards
they had when Castro assumed control.
" However, the church is still very
much alive," he continued. "A nd in
Cuba today, it is a miracl e, but churches
are fill ed with young peopl e - in spite
of strong government opposition. "
He described the opposition : "The
government blocks·off both ends of the
streets when churches are in session.
The streets are used for baseball, soccer
and track. And the games are conducted
while church is in session. Still the young
people come."
Preaching is allowed only inside the
church, none outside. "A nd special
permits must be obta ined to conduct a
revival service, although revival services
are well attended and peopl e respond to
them."
Molina doesn ' t see persecution of
Christian peopl e as all bad . "God has
often used persecution to strengt hen
the faith of Christians. Some fail, but
many grow stronger.
He said, "About 90 Baptist churches
operate in Cuba now, not including the
missions. The Cuban Baptist Convention
is doing everything to avoid fri ction ~ith
the government, which is always lookm g
for an excuse to close a church. The
churches are· prospering beca use th ey
live close to God."
Molina, 66, bega n preaching at 15,
· before Herbert
Caudi ll,
veteran
Southern Baptist home m1ss1onary,
arrived for his 40 years of service in
Cuba. He was still preaching when
Caud ill, now retired, was released from
a Cuban priso n more than four years ago
to return to the United States.
"Th ere are many preachers in jail," he
said. "They are there not for preaching
but because they got tangl ed in the
political struggle."
Once, he recalled, a stranger ca m e to

his neighborhood to inquire about him.
One man, not a church member, told
th e stranger, "all Molina preaches is th;
gospel." After that Molina wasn t
bothered by the governm ent.
"Before Castro took over the people
had all kinds of freedo m. Many ministers
backed Castro in his early days because
they felt he wou ld be good for the
country. But after a year, preachers were
told not to preach anything about the
government. Those who disobeyed
were sent to jail and their churches
closed."
The Molin as ran into probl ems when
they decided to co me to the United
States to live with th eir dau ghter and
son-in -law, Mr. and Mrs. Elias Acosta of
Ft. Worth . Th e time allotted for them to
leave the country. had ex pired.
So, they moved into a Baptist home
for the aged in Havana and waited fo r
four years. Finally, after receiving a letter
from th eir daughter, the government
officia ls summoned the Molinas and
told them th ey could leave. A week later
they w ere on their way to the U.S. via
Spain.
W e could take very few clothes and
nothing else," said Molina. " Th ey too k
our watches off ou r arms."
The lack of original documents caused
problems when t he Molinas arrived in
Spain and tried to leave there for the
United States.
"We explained that w e had to leave
everyth ing in Cuba, " Molina said. "B ut
the Spanish gove rnment told us we
couldn't leave their country without
those documents."
For three more months the Molinas
lived in the hom e of Cuba n Baptist
friends in Madrid. Th en Hu go Ruiz,
Spanish lan guage editor for the
Southern Baptist Rad io and Television
Commission, and pastor of the Baptist
church wh ere the acostas atten d,
lea rn ed about the situation .
Ruiz, a naturalized American citizen,
fired off a letter to his cong ressman.
When Texas Senator john Towe r
received the letter he wrote the
American embassy in Madrid .
Within days the Molinas w ere in the
United States. "We came here because
our two sons in Cu ba, one a minister and
the other a machinist, felt that if
anything happened to me, m~, wi~e
should be with our daughter, sa 1d
Molina.
Ruiz has definite plans for Molina.
"He's already preached six messages for
'Control-Central ' which th e Rad io-TV
Commission produces and distributes in

Spanish," he _said . "And he w ill be
invaluable as assistant pastor and
counselor at Iglesia Bautista Central
(Central Baptist Church) where h 1s sonin -law is a deacon ."
" I have been through some bad
times," Molina admitted, "but the worst
time would be if I were unable to preach
j esus Christ."

Mission Offering up
5.5 percent at Mid-year
ATLANTA (BP) The Southern
Baptist annua l offering for national
mission work at mid-year reached t he
$5,728,586 figu re, 5.5 percent ahead of
this time last yea r.
Arthur
B.
Rutl edge,
exec utive
secretary of the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board here, said the offerin g
had been runnin~ on !y slightly a.head or
behind last yea r until returns 1n june.
That month more than $2.1 million came
to the mission age ncy.
The offering promoted by Woman's
Missionary Union and the Brother hood
Commission, is named the A nnie
Armstrond Easter Offering and receives
a heavy Marc h emphasis in the
churches.
.
"We are very encouraged by this
hea lthy increase," Rutledge added,
"and it is possibl e that the goal of $6.6
millio n may be reached. If so th is w ill
allow the board to make advances in
severa l areas
where
m1ss1onary •
personnel and resources are needed
urgently."
Last year's goa l of $6 million was
rea.ched in November, and by Dec. 31 a
total of $6,059,703 was given.

